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PUBLIC LECTURE 1-2:00pm 

Top Ten+ List:  
(Re)Thinking Ontology in (Post)Qualitative Research 

 
Abstract 
This paper presents a “top ten+ list” of lessons learned from the ontological 
turn. Across various terms and insistences, the paper surveys theories of social 
change, the subject and agency, the canons constructed, the methodologies 
materialized, the “more and other than reflexivity” researcher subjectivity 
endorsed, and the edges of both policy analysis and quantitative research that 
already instantiate such lessons. It concludes with a meditation on how to 
think this latest turn within something other than a temporality of successor 
regimes, end-isms, and apocalyptic breaks. 
 

MASTERCLASS  2.00-4pm 

KEYWORDS 
 

This session includes 1) participant generated listing of key theoretical terms in fields 
such as women and gender studies and qualitative research across various social 
sciences, 2) instructor guided discussion of what those terms might mean,  and 3) 
discussion of what those terms say about the waxing and waning of various theories 
and issues in a field.  The goal is a highly interactive session that is useful for situating 
oneself in a field of study for both beginners and those further along in their studies. 
To prepare, students might note theoretical terms from their own studies and fields 
about which they would like to have a greater understanding. 

 

To Register Email Catherine Conlon at conlonce@tcd.ie by June 26th 
 
 

mailto:conlonce@tcd.ie


 

 

 

ABOUT PATTI LATHER 

 

Patti Lather, Professor Emeritus, School of Educational Policy and Leadership, 

Ohio State University is a leader in feminist research, qualitative methodology and 

postmodern theories in education.  She is a 2009 inductee of the AERA Fellows and was 

awarded an AERA Lifetime Achievement Award in 2010.  In 2015 she received the 

Lifetime Achievement Award in Qualitative Inquiry from the International Congress of 

Qualitative Inquiry..   Her books have received critical acclaim: Engaging Science: Policy from 

the Side of the Messy (2011 Critics Choice Award), Getting Lost: Feminist Efforts Toward a 

Double(d) Science (2008 Critics Choice Award), Troubling the Angels: Women Living with 

HIV/AIDS, co-authored with Chris Smithies (1998 CHOICE Outstanding Academic 

Title); Getting Smart: Feminist Research and Pedagogy With/in the Postmodern (1991 Critics 

Choice Award).   

Her work examines various (post)critical, feminist, and poststructural theories, most 

recently with a focus on the implications for qualitative inquiry of the call for 

scientifically-based research in education. Patti is currently very engaged in putting to 

work theories of Deleuze, Barad, Bradotti, and other poststructuralist/posthumanist 

philosophers. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
     

 
 
 


